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chief—then his eyes were filled with tears, and he 
could not see the words plain. But his mother 
took no notice, but continued looking at her work. 
He dried his eyes and took up his book. Present- 
ly he got up again. ‘‘ Mother, hear me as far as I 
know?” His mother answered, “I will hear you 
the whole at the end of the hour—you are losing 
time—sit down.” James went to his seat, saying 
as he sat down, “‘ Mother, I just wanted you to hear 
me that little piece—see here, mother, just that.” 

His mother did not answer, so James began to 
study and soon said ‘‘ Mother, I know it—won’t 

ou hear me ?” 

“That lesson will take a longer time to learn,” 
said his mother, “‘and besides, I told you I would 
call in an hour.”” ‘* Well is'nt it an hour?” said 
the foolish little boy. 

So he turned to the window, and marked with 
his finger on the glass. ‘‘ Oh! look at that wagon, 
how fast it goes! Mother, may I go out to play this 
afternoon 2” 

James’ mother only said ‘* Learn your lesson, my 
gon.” ‘‘I know it, ma’am, already.” Then he 

~ began to play with the flies, and tied his handker- 
chief in knots and slapped it about him. ‘‘ James, 
the hour is up, come and say your lesson ;”’ said his 
mother, ‘‘ Just stop till I look it over,” said he. 
“No you have had an hour, and you said you knew 
it.’ James brought his book—*“ Just tell me the 
first word mother.” His mother told him. He said 
a few words—‘* What comes next, mother?” She 
told him. But after trying a little longer he stop- 
ped and said, “‘ just let me read it over and then I 
guess I can say it.” His mother closed the book 
and put it away. Then she said to James, ‘‘ You 
have wasted your time, and disobeyed your mother, 
and cheated yourself—you cannot go to play. If 
you had done as I bade you at first, I should now 
have been pleased with you—you would have 
known your lesson and have felt cheerful and hap- 
py: now you must sit by yourself and consider 
what you have been doing, for another hour, and I 
hope your next lesson will be learned.” 
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From the London Youth’s Magazine. 
THE CUCULLUS INDICATOR. 

This bird is found, according to Monsieur Buf- 
fon, in the interior of Africa, at some distance from 
the Cape of Good Hope, and is celebrated for indi- 
cating where wild bees’ nests may be found ; twice 
a day its shrill cry is heard sounding cherr, cherr; 
which seems to call the honey-hunters, who answer 
by asoft whistle. When it is seen it flies and hov- 
ers over a hollow tree that contains a nest; and if 

- the hunters do not come it reduubles its cries, flies 
back, returns to the tree, and points out the prey 
in the most striking manner, forgetting nothing to 
excite them to profit by the treasure it has discover- 
ed, and which probably .it could not enjoy without 
the aid of man ; either because the entrance to the 
nest is too small, or from other circumstances which 
the relater has not told us. While the honey is 
procuring, it flies tosome distance, interestingly ob- 


serving all that passes, and waiting for its part of 


the spoil, which the hunters never forget to leave, 
though not enough to satiate the bird. 

This account was confirmed by a gentleman, 
who-assisted at the distruction of many bees’ nests, 
and procured two of these birds that had been killed. 


— e-- 
THE GRATEFUL LIONESS. 

“ At the French fort St. Louis, there was a lion- 
ess which was kept chained. She had a disease in 
the jaw which reduced her to great extremity, and 
she was at length thrown into a neighboring field. 
In this state she was found by Monsieur Compag- 
non, as he returned from hunting. The eyes were 

‘ , the jaw open, and already swarming with 
ants. Compagnon took pity on the poor animal, 
washed the mouth with water, and poured some 
milk down her throat. The lioness recovered by 
degrees and was brought back tothe fort,and conceiv- 
edsuch an affection for her benefactor ,that she would 

_ Feceive food only from him ; and when cured fol- 





lowed him about the island with a cord round her 
neck, like the most familiar dog.” [id. 


——Lyeo— 
THE CHILD SPARED BY A LION. 

** A Lion having escaped from the menagerie of 
the great Duke of Tuscany, entered Florence, every 
where spreading terror. Among the fugitives was 
a woman with a child in her arms, which she let 
fall. He seized, and seemed ready to devour it, 
when the mother transported by the tender affec- 
tions of nature, ran back, threw herself before the 
Lion, and by her gestures demanded the child.— 
The lion looked at her steadfastly, her cries and 
tears seemed to affect him, till at last, he laid the 
child down without doing it the least injury.” —[id. 
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HOW OLD ARE YOU? 

Every reader can tell his or her age ; and we ask 
the question here, not expecting to receive answers 
ourselves, but because it is important for all peuple 
to think frequently how many years of their lives 
have passed away. Someof our young friends are sev- 
en years old, some ten, some twelve, and others four- 
teen or fifteen. Now any one of these periods is a 
large portion of human life, even when measured 
by the rule of seventy years. T’en years isa sev- 
enth part of seventy; and achild of that age has 
lived as it were one day out of his longest week 
on earth. A child of fourteen years has lived 
two days; and has but five more to come. Besides, 


half the human race die under the age of sixteen ; 


and therefore the youngest reader we have may 
have lived out half his days. Yea, no one of them 
knows but he has less than a year or a month to 
stay, and that there is only a step between him and 
death. Every one is a year older than when he 
received and perused the first number of this vol- 
ume. In that time he has had fifty-two numbers, 
passed through fifty-two weeks in the mercy of 
God, and probably heard twice as many times the 
preaching of the gospel of Christ. 

Has every one added in proportion to his knowl- 
edge, his virtue, and his piety? How is it, young 
feiond, with yourself? Howold are you? Youare 
old enough to sin, and thereture to repent aid be- 
lieve? Have you repented and believed? Have 
you lived for Christ, or for yourself, the year past? 
Have you, within that time, reformed any evil hab- 
it, or subdued any evil passion; or have you com- 
menced any wicked way which you did not practise 
before? Are you a better child, towards your pa- 
rents, your brothers and sisters, your teachers, and 
your associates? Are you more industrious, pa- 
tient, meek, forgiving, faithful, devoted to the great 
objects of life? Are you a Christian, growing in 
grace, and humility, and faith, aad holy living? 
Are you becoming meet for the inheritance of the 
saints in light, or more fitted to lie down in sorrow? 
Are you a whole year’s journey nearer to heaven, 
or to hell? 


LA 
COMMITTING SCRIPTURE TO MEMORY. 


Messrs. Epitrors,—My little son, 8’ years old, who takes 
your little paper, gives the following answer to your question in 
the Youth’s Companion of March 31. The question is, how 
tong would it take to commit to memory the whole of the New- 
Testament, at one verse per day ?—Answer,—7548 days, or 20 

ears 248 days. I have not examined the answer, but I believe 
b has calculated each year at 365 days, making no allowance 
for leap years. J. L. 


[The above-mentioned question was given by a correspondent, 
who is acquainted with many persons, children and adults too, 
who are engaged in committing the gcriptures to memory, at one 
verse a day. They began together, and all are committing the 
same portions at the same time. There may be some pleasing 
associations about this method ; but, for ourselves, we should not 
think it best to confine our children to so limited a portion of 
scripture, or to a slow and uniform practice through the year.] 
EY — 


MISCELLANY. 
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Providence.—What inextricable confusion must 
the world have been in, but for the variety which 
we find to obtain in the faces, the voices, and the 
hand-writings of men! No security of person, of 
possession, no justice between man and man, no 
distinction between good and bad, friends and foes, 





father and child, husband and wife, male and fe- 
male. All would have been exposed to malice, 
fraud, forgery, and lust. But now every man’s face 
can distinguish him in the light, his voice in the 
dark, and his hand-writing can speak for him though 
absent, and be his witness to all generations. Did 
this happen by chance, or is it not a manifest as well 
as admirable indication of a divine superintendence? 
—eor— Horne. 
_ Infidel wit repelled.—A gay young spark of a de- 
istical turn, travelling in a stage coach, forced hi 
sentiments upon the company, by attempting to ridi- 
cule the Scripture—and among other topics, made 
himself merry with the story of David and Goliah ; 
strongly urged the impossibility of a youth like Da- 
vid, being able to throw a stone with sufficient force 
to sink into a giant’s forehead. On this he appeal- 
ed to the company, and in particular to a grave gen- 
tleman, of the denomination called Quakers, who 
sat silent in one corner of the carriage :—‘ Indeed, 
friend, replied he, I do not think ix at all improba- 
ble, if the Philistine’s head was as séft as thine.” 
—eLe— 
Disappointments.—How many have had reason 
to be thankful for being disappointed in designs 
which they earnestly pursued, but which if suc- 
cessfully accomplished, they have afterwards seen, 
would have occasioned their ruin. 


eo 
Health.—The principal secrets of health are ear- 
ly rising, exercise, personal cleanliness, and leaving 
the table unoppressed. 


To decide between the interfering claims of duty 
and inclination, is the moral arithmetic of human 


life.—Hall. 
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